





Preface:

The trip to the Highlands was in part inspired by our 'back packing' adventures 30 odd
years ago on the Knoydart and Moidart peninsulas, ferry trips to the isles of the Inner
Hebrides with friends, and family holidays on Lock Carron with my little canoe... So we
knew about the rain and the midges! We also knew that May, June or September are
supposed to be the best times to visit the Highlands. However, we chose August; a dead
time at work for both of us. So after a scorching hot summer we set off on the tail end of
Hurricane Bertha! The photos from the first week reveal some fantastically moody
skyscapes with more shades of grey than imaginable as clouds broke randomly around
us. Then, for the second week, another depression which was reported to be "unusually
intense for this time of year" brought a F9 gale followed by a crystal clear 'cold sector' and
beautiful cloud streets stretching to the horizon. Blues and silvers were the colours of the
second week as the sun came out and lit up the white horses all around our small boat as
we ventured well out to sea. The wind got up to 20kts + on every sailing day we were able
to venture out of harbour and hardly shifted from the NW. However, the one advantage of
the stiff breeze was that we did not see one midge until our last day when a high pressure
system took charge again and we left the Highlands bathed in sun and not a breath of
wind! Polly is too small to stow a tender and so we usually beach her in sandy harbours to
explore. We remembered the acres of deserted sandy beaches from 30 years ago but
hadn't appreciated that the beaches were all exposed and the old fishing harbours were
generally rocky with limpet encrusted Granite or Basalt walls to scrape the boat against
and not at all protected against the swell. However, yacht chartering is now starting to
take hold in the Highlands with many new marinas and pontoons to stop off at. Many of
these post dated the latest edition of the Imray Pilot books and so the local '"Welcome
anchorages' magazine made the most useful guide!






































































































